Important dates:
Please check the ones relevant to yourself and put them in your diary.
DAY

DATE

EVENT

VENUE

COMMENTS

Sunday

14th April

Jazz at the Markets

Como Markets

Georges Jazz Giants

Sunday

13th April

TERM 1 HOLIDAYS

Saturday

27th April

TERM 2

Sunday

28th April

Kurnell

Festival Kurnell

Sculthorpe Orchestra

Sunday

5th May

Fairground Follies

Alexandria

Bus trip and show for all at a very special exhibition.

Sunday

2nd June

1st Main Concert

All groups. Rehearsal morning, concert 2pm

Saturday

15th June

Sunday

30th June

Oatley Scouts Market
Time
TERM 2 HOLIDAYS

St George Masonic
Club
Oatley Memorial
Park

Monday

22nd July

TERM 3

Saturday

3rd August

Competition day

Saturday Groups

Sunday

11th Aug

Como Markets

Georges Jazz Giants

Sunday

25th August

2nd Main Concert

Sunday

22nd Sept

TERM 3 HOLIDAYS

Saturday

5th October

Tulip Festival Bowral

Monday

7th October

TERM 4

Sunday

27th October

Solo Concert

Saturday

2nd November

Fisher's Ghost March

Saturday

9th November

Competition Day

Sunday

8th December

Christmas Concert

St George Masonic
Club
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WHATEVER YOU AND I DO ALONE
CAN BE EVEN GREATER
AND MORE FUN – TOGETHER.

Georges Jazz Giant and St George Fiddle Orchestra

All groups. Rehearsal morning, concert 2pm

NEWSLETTER 2013
DIRECTOR'S REPORT

St George Masonic
Club
Campbelltown

All students taking private lessons.
Grainger Band
Saturday groups

Kogarah School of
Arts

Saturday Groups

Contact information
Fax: 8580 6221
Email: thoda@tpg.com.au
Internet: stgeorgeplayers.com.au
Mobile phone 0412411284
is only available during concerts and Saturday afternoon rehearsals

As you know, I have two great loves in music. Firstly, I love teaching your
children through my music school, and secondly, I love performance and also
love the heritage of Sydney. For some years I have been putting all my
performance energies into researching and showing silent films from the 1920s
accompanied by an original 10 piece silent film orchestra performing music
originally used in Sydney during the silent era.To perform as was originally done
we use a Sound Effects man who brings the film alive with train whistles, gun
shots, roaring car engines etc
In Sydney there is a man, Craig Robson, with his own passion, and that is to
restore very old mechanical musical instruments including a 100 year old
carousel and huge steam organs, even a gypsy caravan. All these mechanical
wonders have come from fair grounds from the 1900s to the 1930s and are now
stored in a museum in St. Peters. Normally the museum is not open to the
public, except for occasional corporate function, so you have normally have no
opportunity to indulge your nostalgia for seeing and listening to these
wonderful machines.
Craig has been to one of our film shows and has invited me to put on a film show
in his museum. This will be a truly unique experience, and we would love to see
many of our parents and children at this show. It is one of those shows that your
children will remember for many years to come.
The show “Silents at the Fair” is on Sunday 5 May 2013 at 2.00pm in the
Fairground Follies, 22 Burrows Road, ST PETERS, 2044. We will be showing
three films: Charlie Chaplin's The Fireman, Harold Lloyd in Harold at Coney
Island and Buster Keaton in Steamboat Bill Junior with authentic film music
played by our 10 piece orchestra and sound effects man.
I would very much like as many St George Players people and their friends as
possible to come to this show. For that reason I have hired a bus to take people
from Hurstville to Fairground Follies and with the newsletter I have put a flier
and bus form for those interested to fill out.
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Term 2
This is a 9 week term. Lessons start in the week
commencing on Monday 29 April with the first band and
orchestra rehearsals on Saturday 27 April which is one
week early to make up for the rehearsal we missed for
Easter Saturday. The last day of term is on Saturday 29
June 2013. Term three starts on Monday 22 July 2013
after a three week holiday.
There is one public holiday this term for Queen's
birthday is on Monday 10 June and private lessons on this
day will be made up on Monday 1 July 2013.

Invoices
Please carefully check the attached invoice which is based
on last term's enrolment. If there are any changes, or

apparent errors, please ring Jan immediately so that we
can amend it. Please note- all changes to the timetable
(including makeup lessons) can only be approved by
David; not your teacher.
In Term 1 we started using Ezidebit to collect our tuition
fees by direct debit from parent's bank accounts. For
those people that do not have a credit or debit card,
payment can be made directly from their bank account.
This process has gone very smoothly, although a number
of people prefer to pay by cheque or cash. We no longer
take credit cards payments as this process is just too
expensive because of the small number of potential
transactions. Cheque or cash payments must be made in
full before the first lesson. Lessons cannot be given if
these fees are not paid.

Messages

Also note

It has been pointed out to me that people without
Facebook accounts cannot access messages I put up
about upcoming concerts. For this I am truly sorry and
from now on will put a copy of any important messages
on the St George Players site as part of the Members
News Page. If you are still having trouble, please contact
me but unfortunately, notes are not taken home, emails
bounce back or are not read, mail is too slow for
emergency notices so I will have to make sure any
internet message gets to the right people.

if you are renting one of our instruments, the two major
concerts are compulsory. If you feel unable to make this
commitment, then we would ask you to return our
instrument and hire a replacement from a commercial
hire company (see David for details).

First major concert
There is a major concert at the Maso's Club, Mortdale, on
Sunday 2 June 2013.The title of this concert is “An Oldie
but a Goodie”. Already keeping to that theme, Grainger
Band is practicing the theme to Hawaii Five O and the
Sculthorpe Orchestra is practicing Pomp and
Circumstance. We have a group of the smartest little
people you would ever meet in Kids Music who are also
giving an item. If you are in a Saturday group we expect
you to attend and perform in this concert. Music is all
about performing and like any team you cannot perform if
members are missing.

Concerts in term 1.

Festivals

This term was a big term of marches for the Grainger
Band. First the Chinese New Year, the St Patrick's Day and
finally The Royal Easter Show. That was a very heavy
commitment and I must thank the band for their
professionalism and sterling work in successfully doing all
marches. Photos are on Flickr which you get to through
our website as well as some in this newsletter.
Two concerts that are really falling between the terms are
Como Market day on 14th April for the jazz band and
28th April which is the Kurnell Festival for the orchestras.
Of all the local markets I have chosen Como for my
people to perform as it is the most interesting with the
greatest variety of craft, art and food. I will be there
cheering on our jazz band and enjoying this fair.
The Kurnell Festival is one of the bigger festivals of the
area. The Mortdale Scottish Dancers will be leading the
audience in the old country dances of Scotland
accompanied by our Orchestra. These dances are very
like Australian bush dancing and following the success of
other collaborations, we are intending to follow this with
a full bush dance as part of a Yulefest celebration at
Mortdale later this year.

Other Festivals planned for this year include The Bowral
Tulip Festival, Fisher's Ghost, and Como Markets. I have
put those dates in bold because until the arrangements
from them are finalised, we cannot assume those dates
will stand.

Uniforms
It is important all St George Players performers are in the
correct uniform. At the moment we have some second
hand vests for sale. Senior high school people can order
the teachers' vests; all others must wear the children's
vests. These I order from New York so it is imperative I
get your orders in plenty of time. I note that some senior
string players do not have them. Now is the time to order.

The Bowral Tulip Festival is one of Australia's oldest and
most beautiful flora festivals in Corbett Gardens.We are
intending to bring both Grainger Band and all the strings
but they said they will not confirm until the end of June.
This is one of the more spectacular festivals in the year's
calendar.
We have been invited to march in the Fisher's Ghost
Parade and for that Ryan is coming to give special drum
corps training. There will be theme to be announced
which we will consider closer to the march,. Again, it is
one of the biggest festivals in the area.

The helpers who set up the hall and ran the concert last
year were brilliant! Anyone who wishes to do this again
please contact Jan.

