PLEASE CHECK THE ONES RELEVANT TO YOURSELF AND PUT THEM IN YOUR DIARY.
This shows just term 1 which is a 10 week term.
The full calendar will be put up on the website and there will be other concerts that will be advised during the year.
If you cannot attend a concert please notify in writing at least two weeks ahead

DAY

DATE

EVENT

VENUE

COMMENTS

Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Sunday

13th April
27th April
28th April
18th May

TERM 1 HOLIDAYS
Kurnell Festival
TERM 2
Main Concert

Kurnell

Sculthorpe Orchestra

St Joseph's Oatley

This involves every group. Remember each
ensemble is a team and must have all members to
perform successfully

Saturday

13th June

Oatley Scouts
Market Day

Oatley Memorial Park

Georges Jazz Giants. All members needed, this will
be in the morning leaving plenty of time to get
back to your classes

Sunday

22nd June

Mid Winter
Solstice Spree

MortdaleMemorial Park

All bands and orchestras with some guest
performers. It is outside and cold so as well as
Scottish dancing there will be all sorts of other
movement activities for the young and not so
young. There is a beautiful Band Rotunda for the
performers. Bring a picnic lunch and have a spree!

Monday

23rd June

Last day of term in
lieu of Queen's
birthday weekend

Tuesday

24th June

Midwinter holidays

Monday

21st July

Term3

St Joseph's Oatley

This involves every group. Remember each
ensemble is a team and must have all members to
perform successfully

CONCERTS
This term has our first main
concert for the groups and will
be at St Joseph's Hall Oatley. As
well there will be a gig for the
jazz and a mid-winter solstice
picnic. I have performed a silent
movie show outdoors for
hundreds of people at
Queenstown. It was gently
snowing the whole time and the
audience sat on the ground in
sleeping bags and watched the
whole show. No complaints
about the cold, rug up, bring
great food and be prepared to
celebrate the end of term.
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Why would you play the tuba?
We often sit listening to yet another school band of basic clarinets, saxes, trumpets and flutes
and whisper to each other, "Why hasn't someone taken some of those larger kids to play the
bigger instruments and they would stop sounding like just another bad school band?”
There are a lot of “unusual “instruments that belong to bands and orchestras, viola, double
bass, French horn, bass clarinet, bassoon and tuba. The normal progression is that a child
starts on the violin and then switches to viola; from trumpet to French horn; from cello to
double bass; from clarinet to bass clarinet; from baritone horn to tuba. Many parents may be
alarmed by the switch. After all, they have invested in lessons and, often, an instrument for
their child. In addition, they may feel that their child is not "following through" if he/she
changes instruments before the initial choice has been mastered. Other parents just wonder
why on earth their child wants to play an instrument that they may never have heard of
before.
A very wise teacher I worked with used to give a new player a brass mouthpiece that they
could make a great sound on.What he did not say was what instrument it belonged to, it was
the tuba. By the time they were given the instrument they were already in love with the sound
they could make. Mum and Dad were not told what the instrument was until the child could
play and was totally in love with the instrument.The child knew he was special because the
instrument was rare and they were so in love with it he really worked. This was actually
Ryan's story of how he began tuba and is now one of the finest bass players in Sydney and in
great demand.
No band just consists of beginner instruments; the unusual instruments give all the colour
and life to the ensembles.To be chosen to play one these instruments is an honour and makes
the chils special.
Nothing that your child has ever learned in music is wasted. If you have paid for trumpet
lessons, which taught him/her how to read music, count rhythms, play in tune, listen and
phrase, be attuned to correct hand and mouth positions, etc., all of this transfers to the
French horn. Some of the fingerings are even the same. The trumpet player would proceed
rapidly should he/she make the switch from trumpet to viola, since 90% of what he/she has
learned would be transferable. So do not feel that your investment in lessons has been a
waste. It has set an excellent foundation for a more versatile musician.
Also remember that when you are looking for a great high school for your child who plays
one of these instruments, these are the ones that schools are desperate to have in their
school and therefore the ones that are most likely to be given a scholarship. You are very
unlikely to be given a scholarship if you play a flute, but oboe or bassoon is totally another
matter.
The unusual instrument brings surprising rewards. Be courageous and encourage your child
should he/she have the interest.

Contact information
Fax: 8580 6221
Email: thoda@tpg.com.au
Internet: stgeorgeplayers.com.au
Mobile phone 0425272641
is only available during concerts and Saturday afternoon rehearsals
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PRACTICE BOOKS
I have allowed us to get very lax with the use of
our practice books. Now we have two interns
from Sydney University to relieve the work
load, it is time to improve our systems. They
are in the process of making up the books then
after making the books; their job is to make
sure everybody has one. If a pupil is just doing
groups, they will have a yellow covered one, if
on private lessons, it will be green. There is a
page for each week of the term with space on
the right for teachers to set work to be done,
the blank right hand page is for parents to
write any communications they need plus
space for any special musical challenge I may
set. There is a little chart on the right in which
actual practice time is charted. Up to junior
high school, I like parents to oversee the actual
time practiced and put it in.Thus day 1 could be
20minutes for an enthusiastic beginner and
initialed by the parent. Not every day will be
practiced with the little ones, please be honest.
I will give stickers to those that manage four
times in a week.Any older pupils who have the
responsibility of marking off their own books
and do not do this honestly, will be required to
have their parents check their work. It is a
requirement that our books are used so
communication between teachers, pupils,
parents and me is open and transparent and
acts as a way to make sure there can be no
miscommunication and pupils are given the
best opportunity to excel.
Day
1
2

Minutes

Initials

PLAYING WITH
UNDERSTANDING
This was the title of my thesis I did a few years
ago and is the crux of successful learning in
music. If a child comes from a family
surrounded by all kinds of music and music
making they will understand music as they
understand their mother tongue. They
become what teachers refer to as “talented”.
What about the rest? They are not untalented
they just have not had the opportunity to
experience music in a creative way. Just think
how early children start to make up their own
stories. That is learning their language
creatively. To address part of this problemin
music we must find ways to allow children to
create with their music learning.As part of this
I developed a series of tasks the kids call
ChuppaChupp Challenges. These are a series
of stickers each one with a challenge in which
they are the creators. They may be asked to
make up a tune just using the notes they know,
or they may be asked to play a piece sadly and
the same piece happily, play it to a parent and
get them to guess which emotion they played.
There is one where they are given a series of
tasks to do in order, which if done, they will
have learnt a new piece. So when you see a
strange sticker on the left hand page of the
practice book, know it is a ChuppaChupp
Challenge and is there to deepen your child's
understanding of music.
Write two different sentences which
tells a story of piece you are playing.
Write them down below. You will be
asked to play the piece to show one of
the stories and the teacher will guess
which story you are playing
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