PLEASE CHECK THE ONES RELEVANT TO YOURSELF AND PUT THEM IN YOUR DIARY.
This shows just term 3.There will be other concerts, which will be advised during term.

DAY

DATE

EVENT

VENUE

Monday

14th July

Beginning term 3

Monday

21st July

AMEB Closing date
for second series

Sunday

27th July

Now and
Then Markets

St George Rowing Club,
1 Levey St, Tempe

Sunday

7th
September

Concert

St Joseph's School
Hall Oatley

Sunday

21st Sept

End term 3
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COMMENTS

Only open to students who have lessons from one of
our teachers and performed for Jan in a solo concert.
Concert Bands and all Strings

All groups

DIRECTOR'S REPORT
NEWSLETTER
2014
We need more brass players
We need more brass players, but people look at brass instruments and
wonder how anyone could possibly make a sound on them, they are just a
tube.The trick to making a sound on these instruments is all in the lips and
any instrument that creates its sound this way is classified as a brass
instrument.All the slides and valves are just extra, they are not needed for
you to make a basic sound. The way your lips are used on any wind
instrument is called the embouchure.This controls the pitch and to some
degree the quality of your sound and on a brass instrument you must
learn to “buzz”.
To do this certain things must happen.The lips must be moist.The surface tension of the water aids in setting up
the vibrations.
The lips must be touching. (If the air has nothing to fight there is NO buzz.)
Use as Little pressure as possible. Pressure only separates the lips and
stops the sound. Backing off the pressure will allow you to soar.
It is possible to blow air without having the lips buzz, but in order for the
lips to buzz, they must remain touching. Say the letter “M”, but when
making the silent “P,” blow air and keep the lips pressing together. If air
comes out without any buzz, then you need to keep the lips together. If it
is very difficult and you feel like your head is going to explode, then your
lips are too tight.
Once you can get your lips to buzz, try doing sirens or “roller coasters”
where you buzz higher and lower notes going up and down. You will
notice that it takes firmer lips and faster air to buzz higher and slightly
looser lips and slower air to blow lower.
That is all there is to it. Once you can make a buzz there are all sorts of
brass instruments you can start learning…..even the didgeridoo, but we
need more trumpeters, it is not hard, give it a go!
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STUDIOTEACHING

AMEB Exams

I am very proud of one of our foundation
teachers who has just been awarded a PhD on
a topic which is very close to my heart. The
topic of her thesis was Investigating Ways
Instrumental Teachers Learnand was marked
by two of the top university researchers in the
world. Here are some of their comments.
“This thesis makes an original contribution to
the knowledge of the subject with whichit
deals.The topic is of great interest, original and
very worthy of investigation. The candidate
also brings her own experience into the work,
which gives a perspective of the role of both
researcher and teacher.The findings have
implications for the studio teaching profession
because they provide a classification that
teachers can reflect and build on their own
practices. It has the potential to contribute and
help transform current studio teaching, an
area which has until more recently been under
researched. It is an invaluable learning and
teaching resource for students and teachers.”
“This is a fascinating study that addresses an
essential topic about how instrumental
teachers actually develop their teaching skills.
Relatively little research has yet been done in
this field and the thesis undoubtedly helps to
move the discourse on.”
The comments made show the quality and
usefullness of her work. St George Players are
fortunate to have such a teacher working with
our kids.

The November series AMEB examinations
close in the second week of term three. This
means that we will have to collect all the fees
and your details in week one. If you played at
our Solo concert in March you may be eligible
to sit for an AMEB examination, if Jan has not
seen you perform you will be asked to wait and
do an exam after you have demonstrated your
performance skills with an accompanist.
Please talk to your teacher and be prepared to
complete our enrollment form and pay the
examination fee in the first week of term. If you
forget there are hefty charges the AMEB puts
on any late entry PLEASE NOTE THE EXAMS
WILL BE HELD BETWEEN MID NOVEMBER
AND MID DECEMBER. Unfortunately there
is no way to ask for a date or even to get a
specific date for the accompanist rehearsal.
There are so many demands on good
accompanists that we have to take whatever
time they can give.The first rehearsal with the
accompanist will be 12th October and all
exam candidates must demonstrate their list B
and C. They will also be tested on their
technical work if time permits or there is a
candidate we are worried about. Remember
exams are only for students and parents
who make music a high priority and we
cannot change times because you have
another activity.

NOW ANDTHEN MARKETS
We have been asked to perform at a wonderful family markets called “Now and Then” These
people really like the way we include the audience as part of our performance and I think it is a
particularly nice setting with great food and interesting things happening. Players who have done it
before know how it works, but for newbies, we will have the Mortdale Scottish Dancers to lead a
series of dances accompanied by our strings.All band members are expected to join their dancing
as that is the best way of getting an audience up and moving.The band will play a series of pieces
that also involve movement (rumor has it that certain girls are even making black cardboard
spectacles to lead the Austen Powers dance) Like the other group, all string players are expected
to join in with the dancing to the band. NO EXCEPTIONS.

